
Hearing Right to Education: 
Freedom of Parental Choice

School  autonomy  and  school  values:  religion,  
pedagogical  concepts  and  philosophical  approaches

European Parliament, Brussels, Belgium 
24 January 2017   



        Summary 

•  Ethos 

•  Autonomy 

•  Values: religion, pedagogical concepts 
and philosophical approaches 



ETHOS 



How Ethos (/ˈiːθɒs/ or US /ˈiːθoʊs/) is a Greek word meaning 

"character" that is used to describe the guiding beliefs or 

ideals that characterize a community, nation, or ideology. 

many children? 

h"ps://www.google.be/search?hl=en&q=ethos&gws_rd=cr,ssl&ei=9rqGWPKmFoSva4HlurAI





To assist its members in promoting understanding of the rights 

of pluralism in the national systems of education, and of 

parental choice of education for their children and of the vital 

role of independent schools in a modern democratic society. 



AUTONOMY 



“what the arrangements for the 

provision of schooling tell us 

about  

how each country  

conceives the role  

of the State and Society  

in Educating the young  

and thus is shaping the future.” 
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Schools 

State 

Change  



VALUES 



On skills .... 

    We will offer examples from our 

experience but we would rather present an 

approach to skills and skill acquisition 

on conceptual, belief and emotional level 

that might be different to mainstream and 

is meant to challenge some of the modern 

myths about education and skills. 

Radka  Karagyozova  (BAPS)



Thank you 

www.ecnais.org 



Historical institutionalism (HI)  

is a new institutionalist social science method that 

uses institutions to find sequences of social, political, 

economic behaviour and change across time.  

It is a comparative approach to the study of all aspects 

of human organizations and does so by relying heavily 

on case studies. 

h"ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_insRtuRonalism



Sources and resources 

•  Eurydice 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Countries 

•  European Union 
http://europa.eu/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union 

•  Data 
http://www.pordata.pt/en/ 
http://pisa2012.acer.edu.au/downloads.php  
http://data.uis.unesco.org/ 
http://databank.worldbank.org/data/home.aspx 

Experts studying  Educational systems and comparing 
 Charles Glenn (Boston University) 
 Jan De Groof (University of Antwerp) 

Last but not least:  
 www.ecnais.org  


