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School Associations in Denmark 

• The German Schools and Language Association (15 schools and 
1400 pupils) 
• The Association of Private Gymnasiums (21 Schools) 
• The Danish Free School Association (340 Schools and 47000 pupils) 
• Denmark’s Private Schools Association (130 Schools and 56000 

pupils) 
• The Association of Catholic Schools (22 Schools) 
• The Association for Christian Free Schools (35 Schools and 7500 

pupils) 
• The Association of Independent Progressive Schools (60 Schools 

and 10000 pupils). 
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§ 76 of the Danish Constitution 

“Parents or guardians who themselves ensure that their children 
receive an education that can measure up to the demands 

normally made of the state school are not bund to have their 
children instructed at a state school”.  
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…a freedom to: 

• Make and have schools of opinion.  
• Choose teaching methods 
• Prioritize the combination and extent of subjects  

• Set their own Schedule 
• Work with a progression attuned to the values of the school 
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The Globalization discourse #1 

• …a number, a numerical measurement, can sum up what a 
child has learned, the abilities of the child and the future 
possibilities of the child.  
• Not much attention on the building of the childrens character 
• What works the best in terms of teaching the children the more and 

more narrow core curriculum.  
• Evidence-based-education ? 

•  School is culture – not a manual 
•  Children do not learn the same way, at the same time, at the same pace…they 

rarely even learn the same. 
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The Globalization discourse #2 

• We have become unsure of our school practice 

• we are about to get eaten by the Chinese  
• more standards, assessments and rankings 
• the children have to learn to read, write and do math at an 

earlier age  
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Our answer to the Globalization 
discourse 
• A teaching/instruction orientation as opposed to a 

performance[/learning] orientation 
• A broad concept of learning as opposed to a narrow concept 

of learning 
• A broad concept of subject knowledge as opposed to a narrow 

concept 
• A stronger focus on togetherness as opposed to a stronger 

focus on individuality 
• More autonomy to the teachers and the schools as opposed to 

lesser 
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